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STEBER FOUNDATION SUPPORTS USO RESEARCH 
SAN DIEGO,Calif.--The Clarence L. Steber Foundation has awarded 
$1500 for a equipment-grant program at the University of San Diego for 
the research conducted by Sister Agnes Schmit, PhD, professor of 
chemistry. 
The grant will go for the purchase of a liquid scintillation counter 
and infrared spectrophotometer, Sister Schmit said. Her research 
involves the role of trace metals in some of the respiratory enzymes of 
the electron transport system in biological oxidations. The scintillation 
counter will be used to detect radiotracers such as carbon-14, tritium 
and phosphorous-32. 
The work will trace the pathway of pyrimidine synthesis in a plant 
system, she said. Some pyrimidines as found in DNA and RNA, which are 
responsible for the genetic code and for protein biosynthesis. 
The second purpose of her research is to train students in the 
applications of liquid scintillation counting in biology and chemistry. 
Undergraduates play an active role in the research activities, she said. 
The Steber Foundation of Chicago was founded by Clarence L. Steber 
of La Jolla. 
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